Customizing Unibase by DMAC
Unibase uses environment variables to customize its appearance/behavior to the satisfaction of each customer. There are over 200 such variables, but these are the ones a new user will be most interested in changing first. 

Environment variables are stored in the configuration file “unibase.ini” which is in the %ETROOT% folder of unibase. This is a text file which may be edited with any text editor and also edited from inside Unibase. 

If you are using the menu interface of Unibase by DMAC, you edit the configuration file by executing the following steps from the main menu.

A->Advanced Processing

E->System Functions
H->Edit Unibase.ini File

If you are using the gui interface of Unibase by DMAC, you edit the configuration file by clicking the following items from the File “Unibase Explorer” window.

Click “Task” from the top toolbar, select “Environment Control”.

Click “Functions” from the top toolbar, select “Unibase.ini Editor”
In either case, the configuration file “unibase.ini” is opened with the windows editor for Unibase, unless you have changed to environment variable “EDITOR” to point to a different text editor.
CHANGING THE APPEARANCE OF THE UNIBASE WINDOW

In that configuration file, you will find the following entry: 

DMACI=M:SPLIT;C:ON;V:HIGH;E:OFF;F:BIG;B:CO
This entry has parameters that affect how Unibase looks in data entry. The only parameters that will have an effect are “V” for screen resolution and “F” for font size. 

The resolution parameter may have one of the settings LOW, HIGH, HIGH1, or SUPER. 
                setting    mode   pixels x pixels x color

                 LOW        12h     640 x  480 x 16

                 HIGH     102h     800 x  600 x 16

                 HIGH1   104h    1024 x  768 x 16

                 SUPER   106h    1280 x 1024 x 16

The font parameter may have one of the following settings:
                SMALL -  8 x  8

                MED    -  8 x 14

                BIG     -  8 x 16

                BIG1   - 10 x 18

                BIG2   - 12 x 30
Best results for display are achieved when the resolution matches the resolution of your monitor screen and the font size is set to one that is comfortable for viewing. 
To determine your monitor resolution, right click anywhere on your desktop and choose properties. Select the tab labeled “Settings”. The screen resolution in pixel density is shown about mid-left of the window. Set the resolution parameter in DMACI closest to your monitor resolution. 

If you are on a Vista machine, choose the option “personalize” after the right click. Then select “Display Settings” at the bottom of the screen of choices.  

If your monitor resolution is 1024 x 768, a font setting of BIG1 gives an easy to read display.

These settings only affect de, dei, and menu, not wmenu. 

CHANGING THE RESET KEY

Environment variable UBRSET=Y forces a keyer to always use function key 1 to reset an error. Some users, converting from EZC in particular, have learned to use the enter key to reset an error. If the site wishes to follow this practice, remove the line UBRSET=Y from the default configuration file, or remark out that environment variable. 
However, if the site keys many jobs with dollar amount fields, it is better to use function key 1 as the reset key as this prevents some verification errors.

CHANGING THE ERROR TONE

Unibase uses the Exclamation Tone in Windows as the error tone. This means the error tone may be customized by each user using the Control Panel on that particular workstation. 

CHANGING WHETHER TERMINATION STATS APPEAR

When an operator terminates or interrupts a batch, Unibase displays summary statistics for that batch. To eliminate this display insert the following line into the unibase.ini file.
NOSS=Y

When an operator leaves data or image entry, Unibase display session summary statistics for all the time spent in that session. To eliminate this display insert the following line into the unibase.ini file.

NOSSS=Y

CHANGING WHETHER EXIT REASONS APPEAR

In order to track an operator’s time when not keying, Unibase inserts a record into the statistics file denoting the exit reason chosen by the operator upon existing Unibase. To suppress the display of this exit menu, insert the following line into the unibase.ini file.

UBNOEX=Y

CHANGING WHETHER UNIBASE REMEMBERS LAST PROCESS

In order to save keystrokes, environment variable UBREPEAT remembers the last job an operator worked on and recalls the information so the operator does not have to rekey it.
To eliminate this feature, remove or remark out the line UBREPEAT=Y in the default configuration file. 

ALLOWING LONG FILE NAMES IN UNIBASE

The default file name length is 8 characters, which came from original DOS restrictions. To have names up to 14 characters in length, or up to 31 characters with the judicious use of sub-folders, insert the following line into the unibase.ini configuration file:

UBLNAM=Y
USING A DIFFERENT TEXT EDITOR

The unibase.ini file has the line EDITOR=default which causes Unibase to use wez_edit.exe in the bin32 folder as the default editor.

If you wish to use a different editor, the executable must be in the unibase bin32 folder and the EDITOR environment variable should point to the appropriate executable.

CHANGING THE KEYBOARD OVERLAY

Unibase by DMAC has three keyboard overlays: the pc or typewriter keyboard which uses the alpha and numeric keys as shown on the keyboard; the 029 or Nixdorf keyboard which has numerics and some punctuation characters embedded in the alpha keyboard to mimic the original 029 keypunch machine that punched holes into 80 column cards; and the Cade keyboard, which is similar to the 029 keyboard but also moves some of the function keys closer to the home row on the keyboard. 

If all you want is the embedded keyboard, insert the following line into the unibase.ini file:

029=Y
If you want an operator to have a choice of the regular typewrite keyboard or the 029 keyboard, enter the following two lines in your unibase.ini file at the end of all the entries in the [COMMON] environment. 

[KEY029]

029=Y

Then, a shortcut on the desktop that executes one of several Unibase executables files (DE, DEI, MENU, or WMENU) will use the 029 keyboard if the line “-UNICFGKEY029” is added to the end of the target path. In other words, the target in the shortcut might look like the following:

O:\unibase\bin32\de –UNICFGKEY029

There may be more than one shortcut on a desktop so an operator may choose which keyboard is preferred.
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